
MULTIPLYING
NOT

DIVIDING

1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-17



1 Corinthians 1:10
Now I plead with you, 
brethren, by the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
you all speak the same 
thing, and that there be no 
divisions among you, but 
that you be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment.  



1 Corinthians 1:11
For it has been declared to 
me concerning you, my 
brethren, by those of 
Chloe’s household, that 
there are contentions 
among you.  



1 Corinthians 1:12-13
12 Now I say this, that each 
of you says, “I am of Paul,” 
or “I am of Apollos,” or “I 
am of Cephas,” or “I am of 
Christ.”  13 Is Christ divided? 
Was Paul crucified for you? 
Or were you baptized in the 
name of Paul?  



1 Corinthians 1:14-15
14 I thank God that I 
baptized none of you 
except Crispus and Gaius,  
15 lest anyone should say 
that I had baptized in my 
own name.  



1 Corinthians 1:16
Yes, I also baptized the 
household of Stephanas. 
Besides, I do not know 
whether I baptized any 
other.  



1 Corinthians 1:17
For Christ did not send me 
to baptize, but to preach 
the gospel, not with wisdom 
of words, lest the cross of 
Christ should be made of no 
effect.



Command



1 Corinthians 1:10
Now I plead with you, 
brethren, by the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
you all speak the same 
thing, and that there be no 
divisions among you, but 
that you be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment.  



Command

• Agree, eliminate divisions, 
& be like-minded



Command

• Unity is conditional

• Agree, eliminate divisions, 
& be like-minded



Galatians 2:3
Yet not even Titus who was 
with me, being a Greek, was 
compelled to be 
circumcised. 
NKJV



Galatians 2:4
And this occurred because 
of false brethren secretly 
brought in (who came in by 
stealth to spy out our liberty 
which we have in Christ 
Jesus, that they might bring 
us into bondage),  



Galatians 2:5
to whom we did not yield 
submission even for an hour, 
that the truth of the gospel 
might continue with you.



Command

• Unity is conditional

• Unity is not uniformity

• Agree, eliminate divisions, 
& be like-minded



Romans 14:5
One person esteems one 
day above another; another 
esteems every day alike. Let 
each be fully convinced in 
his own mind.  



Contentions



1 Corinthians 1:11
For it has been declared to 
me concerning you, my 
brethren, by those of 
Chloe’s household, that 
there are contentions 
among you.  



1 Corinthians 1:12
Now I say this, that each of 
you says, “I am of Paul,” or 
“I am of Apollos,” or “I am 
of Cephas,” or “I am of 
Christ.”



Contentions

• Problem: division, contention, 
quarrels



Contentions

• Problem: division, contention, 
quarrels

• Personalities:  Paul, Apollos, 
Peter, Christ



Acts 18:24
Now a certain Jew named 
Apollos, born at Alexandria, 
an eloquent man and 
mighty in the Scriptures, 
came to Ephesus.  



Acts 18:25
This man had been 
instructed in the way of the 
Lord; and being fervent in 
spirit, he spoke and taught 
accurately the things of the 
Lord, though he knew only 
the baptism of John.  



Acts 18:26
So he began to speak boldly 
in the synagogue. When 
Aquila and Priscilla heard 
him, they took him aside 
and explained to him the 
way of God more 
accurately.  



Acts 18:27
And when he desired to 
cross to Achaia, the 
brethren wrote, exhorting 
the disciples to receive him; 
and when he arrived, he 
greatly helped those who 
had believed through 
grace;  



Acts 18:28
for he vigorously refuted the 
Jews publicly, showing from 
the Scriptures that Jesus is 
the Christ.  



1 Corinthians 1:29-30
29 that no flesh should glory in 
His presence.  30 But of Him 
you are in Christ Jesus, who 
became for us wisdom from 
God—and righteousness 
and sanctification and 
redemption—



1 Corinthians 1:31
that, as it is written, “He who 
glories, let him glory in the 
Lord.”.  



Comment



Comment

• Rhetorical questions



1 Corinthians 1:13
Is Christ divided? Was Paul 
crucified for you? Or were 
you baptized in the name 
of Paul?  



Romans 12:3
For I say, through the grace 
given to me, to everyone 
who is among you, not to 
think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think, but 
to think soberly, as God has 
dealt to each one a 
measure of faith.  



Romans 12:4-5
4 For as we have many 
members in one body, but 
all the members do not 
have the same function,  
5 so we, being many, are 
one body in Christ, and 
individually members of one 
another.  



Acts 19:5
When they heard this, they 
were baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jesus.  



Comment

• Rhetorical questions

• Paul’s perspective



1 Corinthians 1:14-15
14 I thank God that I 
baptized none of you 
except Crispus and Gaius,  
15 lest anyone should say 
that I had baptized in my 
own name.  



1 Corinthians 1:16
Yes, I also baptized the 
household of Stephanas. 
Besides, I do not know 
whether I baptized any 
other.  



Romans 6:4
Therefore we were buried 
with Him through baptism 
into death, that just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in 
newness of life.  



Conclusion



1 Corinthians 1:17
For Christ did not send me 
to baptize, but to preach 
the gospel, not with wisdom 
of words, lest the cross of 
Christ should be made of no 
effect.



Conclusion

• Preaching is a priority



John 4:1-2
1 Therefore, when the Lord 
knew that the Pharisees had 
heard that Jesus made and 
baptized more disciples than 
John  2 (though Jesus Himself 
did not baptize, but His 
disciples),



Remember:

Unify in order to multiply!


