
“THE POWER OF
THE CROSS”

1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-21



1 Corinthians 1:18-19
18 For the message of the cross 
is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of 
God.  19 For it is written: “I will 
destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
And bring to nothing the 
understanding of the prudent.”
NKJV



1 Corinthians 1:20-21
20 Where is the wise? Where is 
the scribe? Where is the disputer 
of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this world?  
21 For since, in the wisdom of 
God, the world through wisdom 
did not know God, it pleased 
God through the foolishness of 
the message preached to save 
those who believe.



The Message of the Cross



The Message of the Cross

• The Gospel



1 Corinthians 1:18a
For the message of the cross …



1 Corinthians 2:2
For I determined not to 
know anything among you 
except Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified. 



1 Corinthians 15:1-2
1 Moreover, brethren, I declare 
to you the gospel which I 
preached to you, which also 
you received and in which you 
stand,  2 by which also you are 
saved, if you hold fast that 
word which I preached to 
you—unless you believed in 
vain.  



1 Corinthians 15:3-4
3 For I delivered to you first of all 
that which I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures,  
4 and that He was buried, and 
that He rose again the third 
day according to the 
Scriptures,  



The Message of the Cross

• The Gospel
• The unsaved – foolishness



1 Corinthians 1:18b
… is foolishness to those who 
are perishing…



Acts 17:16-17
16 Now while Paul waited for 
them at Athens, his spirit was 
provoked within him when he 
saw that the city was given 
over to idols.  17 Therefore he 
reasoned in the synagogue 
with the Jews and with the 
Gentile worshipers, and in the 
marketplace daily with those 
who happened to be there.  



Acts 17:18
Then certain Epicurean and 
Stoic philosophers encountered 
him. And some said, “What 
does this babbler want to say?” 
Others said, “He seems to be a 
proclaimer of foreign gods,” 
because he preached to them 
Jesus and the resurrection.  



Acts 17:19-20
19 And they took him and 
brought him to the Areopagus, 
saying, “May we know what 
this new doctrine is of which 
you speak?  20 For you are 
bringing some strange things to 
our ears. Therefore we want to 
know what these things mean.”  



Acts 17:21
For all the Athenians and the 
foreigners who were there 
spent their time in nothing else 
but either to tell or to hear 
some new thing. 



Acts 17:32
And when they heard of the 
resurrection of the dead, 
some mocked, while others 
said, “We will hear you again 
on this matter. ”



The Message of the Cross

• The Gospel
• The unsaved – foolishness
• The Saved – power of God, 

process



1 Corinthians 1:18c
… but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.  



Philippians 1:6
being confident of this very 
thing, that He who has begun 
a good work in you will 
complete it until the day of 
Jesus Christ; 
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The Wisdom of the World

• Destroyed in the Future



1 Corinthians 1:19
For it is written: “I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, And bring 
to nothing the understanding of 
the prudent.”



Revelation 17:14
These will make war with the 
Lamb, and the Lamb will 
overcome them, for He is Lord 
of lords and King of kings; and 
those who are with Him are 
called, chosen, and faithful.”



The Wisdom of the World

• Destroyed in the Future
• Destroyed in the Past



1 Corinthians 1:20
Where is the wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the disputer of 
this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this 
world?  



Isaiah 19:1
The burden against Egypt. 
Behold, the LORD rides on a 
swift cloud, And will come into 
Egypt; The idols of Egypt will 
totter at His presence, And the 
heart of Egypt will melt in its 
midst.  



Isaiah 19:2
“I will set Egyptians against 
Egyptians; Everyone will fight 
against his brother, And 
everyone against his neighbor, 
City against city, kingdom 
against kingdom.  



Isaiah 19:3-4
3 The spirit of Egypt will fail in its 
midst; I will destroy their 
counsel, And they will consult 
the idols and the charmers, The 
mediums and the sorcerers.  
4 And the Egyptians I will give 
Into the hand of a cruel master, 
And a fierce king will rule over 
them,” Says the Lord, the LORD 
of hosts.  



The Wisdom of the World

• Destroyed in the Future
• Destroyed in the Past
• Decided end



1 Corinthians 1:20
Where is the wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the disputer of 
this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this 
world?  



Job 12:16-17
16 With Him are strength and 
prudence. The deceived and 
the deceiver are His. 17 He 
leads counselors away 
plundered, And makes fools of 
the judges.
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The Wisdom of the World

• Destroyed in the Future
• Destroyed in the Past
• Decided end

Wise = Greeks
Scribe = Jewish teacher of the law
Debater=philosopher/human reason



The Power of the Cross



1 Corinthians 1:21
For since, in the wisdom of God, 
the world through wisdom did 
not know God, it pleased God 
through the foolishness of the 
message preached to save 
those who believe.



The Power of the Cross

• Unknown to unbelievers



Romans 1:18-19
18 For the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who 
suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness,  19 because 
what may be known of God is 
manifest in them, for God has 
shown it to them.  



Romans 1:20
For since the creation of the 
world His invisible attributes are 
clearly seen, being understood 
by the things that are made, 
even His eternal power and 
Godhead, so that they are 
without excuse,



The Power of the Cross

• Unknown to unbelievers
• Known to believers



Romans 1:16-17
16 For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ, for it is the 
power of God to salvation for 
everyone who believes, for the 
Jew first and also for the Greek.  
17 For in it the righteousness of 
God is revealed from faith to 
faith; as it is written, “The just 
shall live by faith.”


