
“REWARD OR REMORSE?”

1 CORINTHIANS 3:9-15



1 Corinthians 3:9-10
9 For we are God’s fellow 
workers; you are God’s field, 
you are God’s building.  
10 According to the grace of 
God which was given to me, as 
a wise master builder I have laid 
the foundation, and another 
builds on it. But let each one 
take heed how he builds on it.  



1 Corinthians 3:11-12
11 For no other foundation can 
anyone lay than that which is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
12 Now if anyone builds on this 
foundation with gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, 
straw, 



1 Corinthians 3:13-14
13 each one’s work will 
become clear; for the Day will 
declare it, because it will be 
revealed by fire; and the fire 
will test each one’s work, of 
what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s 
work which he has built on it 
endures, he will receive a 
reward.  



1 Corinthians 3:15
If anyone’s work is burned, he 
will suffer loss; but he himself will 
be saved, yet so as through 
fire.  



• Reminder (fellow workers)



1 Corinthians 3:9a
For we are God’s fellow 
workers; …



• Reminder

• Metaphors



1 Corinthians 3:9b-10
9b … you are God’s field, you 
are God’s building. 
10 According to the grace of 
God which was given to me, 
as a wise master builder I have 
laid the foundation, and 
another builds on it. But let 
each one take heed how he 
builds on it. 



• Reminder

• Metaphors

� God’s field



1 Corinthians 3:7
So then neither he who plants is 
anything, nor he who waters, 
but God who gives the 
increase.  



• Reminder

• Metaphors

� God’s field

� God’s building



Ephesians 2:19-20
19 Now, therefore, you are no 
longer strangers and 
foreigners, but fellow citizens 
with the saints and members of 
the household of God, 20

having been built on the 
foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself 
being the chief corner stone,  



Ephesians 2:21-22
21 in whom the whole building, 
being fitted together, grows 
into a holy temple in the Lord,  
22 in whom you also are being 
built together for a dwelling 
place of God in the Spirit. 



• Reminder

• Metaphors

• Foundation:  Jesus Christ



1 Corinthians 3:11
For no other foundation can 
anyone lay than that which is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ.  



Isaiah 28:16
Therefore thus says the Lord 
GOD: “Behold, I lay in Zion a 
stone for a foundation, A tried 
stone, a precious cornerstone, 
a sure foundation; Whoever 
believes will not act hastily. 



• Reminder

• Metaphors

• Foundation:  Jesus Christ

• Metaphors



1 Corinthians 3:12
Now if anyone builds on this 
foundation with gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, 
straw,  



• Reminder

• Metaphors

• Foundation:  Jesus Christ

• Metaphors

• Method



1 Corinthians 3:13
each one’s work will become 
clear; for the Day will declare 
it, because it will be revealed 
by fire; and the fire will test 
each one’s work, of what sort it 
is.  



2 Corinthians 5:10
For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, 
that each one may receive 
the things done in the body, 
according to what he has 
done, whether good or bad.  



• Reminder

• Metaphors

• Foundation:  Jesus Christ

• Metaphors

• Method

• Reward



1 Corinthians 3:14
If anyone’s work which he has 
built on it endures, he will 
receive a reward.  



1 Peter 1:7
that the genuineness of your 
faith, being much more 
precious than gold that 
perishes, though it is tested by 
fire, may be found to praise, 
honor, and glory at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ,  



• Reminder
• Metaphors
• Foundation:  Jesus Christ
• Metaphors
• Method
• Reward
• Remorse



1 Corinthians 3:15
If anyone’s work is burned, he 
will suffer loss; but he himself will 
be saved, yet so as through 
fire.  



Matthew 6:1
“Take heed that you do not do 
your charitable deeds before 
men, to be seen by them. 
Otherwise you have no reward 
from your Father in heaven.  



Matthew 6:2
Therefore, when you do a 
charitable deed, do not sound 
a trumpet before you as the 
hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, 
that they may have glory from 
men. Assuredly, I say to you, 
they have their reward.  



Matthew 6:3-4
3 But when you do a charitable 
deed, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is 
doing,  4 that your charitable 
deed may be in secret; and 
your Father who sees in secret 
will Himself reward you openly.  



Remember:

Do all for the glory of God!


