
Weathering the Storms of Life

John 6:16-21

(cf. Matthew 14:22-23;

Mark 6:45-52)



John 6:16-21

• And when even was now come, his disciples 
went down unto the sea, and entered into a ship, 
and went over the sea toward Capernaum. And 
it was now dark, and Jesus was not come to 
them. And the sea arose by reason of a great 
wind that blew. So when they had rowed about 
five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they see Jesus 
walking on the sea, and drawing nigh unto the 
ship: and they were afraid. But he saith unto 
them, It is I; be not afraid. Then they willingly 
received him into the ship: and immediately the 
ship was at the land whither they went. 



Three life preservers for 

the storms of life:

• Hold tight to the plan and purpose of God

– The storm was Christ’s plan (Matthew 14:22)

– What can storms do for you?

• Storms can actually protect you (John 6:15, 25-26; 

Mark 6:52)

• Storms can strengthen you (I Peter 5:10)

• Storms help you help others (II Corinthians 1:3-5)



Three life preservers for 

the storms of life:

• Hold tight to understanding (John 6:19)

– You need to understand who God is and who 

you are.

– You need to know that Jesus can do for you 

what you can’t do for yourself…

• For example, compare the disciples rowing a boat 

to Jesus walking on the sea.



Three life preservers for 

the storms of life:

• Hold tight to your faith (John 6:20-21)

– When Christ is with us, we should have no 

fear (v. 20)

– When Christ is with us, we are able to achieve

what God wants us to achieve (v. 21)



Weathering the Storms of Life

“Back of the clouds, the sun is always 
shining.  There were so many clouds but 
they were pushed away with a lot of 
sunshine in our lives and that carried us 
through.  The clouds made us appreciate 
the sunshine…”  --Dorothy Purdle (written 
August 22, 1990 for my Mom and Dad’s 
50th wedding anniversary)


